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September 21, 2010

Last year the Georgia Environmental Protection Division offered E-Plan as an alternative method for filing Tier II information required under the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act. Surprisingly, after the reporting period we looked at the number of facilities that took advantage of E-Plan as their filing mechanism and it was calculated that nearly 45% (approximately 2,200) of the facilities utilized E-Plan. The majority of the facilities that used E-Plan commented positively about the experience and would plan on using E-Plan for their future needs. You can find out more about E-Plan by visiting the website: http://erplan.net .

The benefits of using E-Plan are: 

· For emergency responders, in the event of a chemical release or spill at a local facility that would require a response by local first responders, E-Plan can be a one-stop web site for all chemical information concerning the facility.

· For the State Emergency Response Commission, Local Emergency Planning Committees and local fire departments, E-Plan reduces the workload as we as agencies no longer have to handle any submissions as the regulated facility submits their Tier II information directly to E-Plan.

· For industries required to submit Tier II information under EPCRA, a single submission of Tier II information to E-Plan can satisfy the federal requirements for individual submissions to the SERC, LEPC, and local jurisdictional fire department.

As you are all aware state and local agencies have been experiencing and continue to experience budget shortfalls. These budget cuts have forced agencies to look at how business has been conducted and make the necessary adjustments to ensure continuation of their missions even after cuts in operating expenses have been implemented. 

Therefore in order for the SERC to continue meeting the public’s demand for Right to Know Information and to be able to operate with the limited remaining personnel in the EPCRA program, the SERC must make a major change in the Tier II submission process and require all facilities to utilize E-Plan as the Tier II reporting mechanism for the 2010 reporting period and beyond. 

The Georgia EPD Tier II website has been modified to reflect this decision. The Yahoo account that we have been using for a number of years no longer exists, however you will still be able to download the most recent copy of the Tier II submit 2010 software from the EPD website when it becomes available to us from EPA. In some applications of E-Plan, you may have to utilize the yearly Tier II software to upload your Tier II information to E-Plan. Specific guidance documents to assist the first time E-Plan user have been added to our website. The SERC will no longer accept CDs (Compact Discs) or paper copies. The office to which mailings have been made in the past has been closed down, so anything mailed may be returned.

By making E-Plan mandatory, there may be some confusion and consternation over the next few years. However, due to budget reductions, this is the only reasonable option that we can take to continue to fulfill our responsibilities under EPCRA. I think once you use E-Plan, you will be impressed with its simplicity and effectiveness in getting your Tier II information on its way.

If you desire, we would be glad to come to your LEPC meeting and give an E-Plan presentation to your local first responders and industry personnel. If you are interested in our participation in your next LEPC meeting you can e-mail Al Frazier at Al.Frazier@dnr.state.ga.us or call 706-792-7744. Alternatively, you can e-mail Ted Jackson at Ted.Jackson@dnr.state.ga.us or call 404-656-3204.

Please share this information with the industries in your area, either through your regularly scheduled LEPC meetings or through electronic mail.

Thank you for helping protect and inform the public that we serve.

